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ij Assay office’ on Wall street, next t 
SubMreasuny building, is one of the-most? 
interesting places to visit in this city. >. 
Ss, Here are brought every day gold andsilvex\: 
| Hullion trom all parts of the: world to be 
we} yehned andirun into bars; 
Goldand silver coins fzom: all countries, 
watch ca) ewelty and) silverware of all 
lkinds| every form, in fact, of the precious: 


jnetals ave brought heve® daily for reduc- 


| tion, 

Mhe gentleman in charge of the Assay, 
department) took me through the place 
yesterday. Inoticeda vault containing: a 

‘Snumiber of xoweof gold bricks. “How much 
Mf is therer” 1 asked. “Some $85,000,000; L 
pelieve,” he replied, 
#- “i{e business done here every day varies. 
Sometimes as much as $3,000,000 in bul> - 
Rion comes in to be melted down in one 
day. 
#.. Gold-and silver are- as common to the 
vig Workinen in this place as soimuech pig iron, 
ff Itis vo nmcommon ‘sight to witness a 
imevorkman boiling his coftee- on™ a red hot: 
par of “gold worth $10,000, or trying a 
steak ona hot silver bric 
AT saw yesterday one tub of gold. Ib 
|} looked like S80 much Girt, and water wag 
‘being run: through ifto get out thea 
handful of it} would haye been worth: 
}) Dhis; iough, was of no particularconse. 
{ quence, 1 was informed. There was bw 
$280,000 in it, all told. ‘ 
: A while ago the vawnbrokers used. to 
A pring: their pledges here tobeielted down, 
Gold*chains, bracelets, old silver candle= 
ij sticks and all manner—of oddities found 
\ theix way here from, the pawnshops. A 
ft stop bad to be put to this, as it often’ hap= 
pened chat @ bushel of jewelry yielded but! 
} tittle more than a few ounces\of gold) and 
‘Wall this base metal caused a great deal of 
\g trouble. a 
One day last week $25,000 in English: 
overeigns were melted into bars, ‘and 
neatly every day the brokers bring in’ as- 
¢ sorted coins of all countries to go into the 
} melting pot. 
Deposits that/are made atthe assay office: = 
Pin gold are payable either in) gold bullion’ 
= or cola, ab the option of the depositor. No 
}-amount is accepted of lessithan $100 value. « 
With silver, however, the returns are ale 
ade in bullion, and this must/be- 
of outside, being generally done 
fz], brokers. ; 
J gold usedin the Assay department ~ 
} ftesting is absolutely pure, being, 1,000) — 
4 fine, and’ is usaally run into Jon ja 
}] abiips that look like somuch tapevor 
ii pom “People often ask me,” said a gen= 
tlemen in this) department, “how much 
4 gold there isin a twenty-dollar gold piece 
{ Phere is exactly $20 in. a twenty-doll 
fold piece, the! ‘alloy used being) in exc 
Of this valuation” z 
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Gold Has No Charm. 
A Walk Through the Assay Building in New York. 


New York, Nov. 6 — The United States Assay office on Wall street, next to the Sub-Treasury 
building, is one of the most interesting places to visit in this city. Here are brought every day 
gold and silver bullion from all parts of the world to be refined and run into bars. 


Gold and silver coins from all countries, watch cases, jewelry and silverware of all kinds, 
every form, in fact, of the precious metals are brought here daily for reduction. 


The gentleman in charge of the Assay department took me through the place yesterday. I 
noticed a vault containing a number of rows of gold bricks. “How much is there” I asked. “Some 
$85,000,000, I believe,” he replied. 


The business done here every day varies. Sometimes as much as $3,000,000 in bullion 
comes in to be melted down in one day. 


Gold and silver are as common to the workmen in this place as so much pig iron. It is no 
uncommon sight to witness a workman boiling his coffee on a red hot bar of gold worth $10,000, 
or frying a steak on a hot silver brick. 


I saw yesterday one tub of gold. It looked like so much dirt, and water was being run 
through it to get out the acid. A handful of it would have been worth $100. This, though, was of 
no particular consequence, I was informed. There was but $280,000 in it, all told. 


A while ago the pawnbrokers used to bring their pledges here to be melted down. Gold 
chains, bracelets, old silver candlesticks and all manner of oddities found their way here from the 
pawnshops. A stop had to be put to this, as it often happened that a bushel of jewelry yielded but 
little more than a few ounces of gold, and all this base metal caused a great deal of trouble. 


One day last week $25,000 in English sovereigns were melted into bars, and nearly every 
day the brokers bring in assorted coins of all countries to go into the melting pot. 


Deposits that are made at the assay office in gold are payable either in gold bullion or 
coin, at the option of the depositor. No amount is accepted of less than $100 value. With silver, 
however, the returns are always made in bullion, and this must be disposed of outside, being 
generally done through brokers. 


The gold used in the Assay department for testing is absolutely pure, being 1,000 fine, 
and is usually run into long, thin strips that look like so much tape or ribbon. “People often ask 
me,” said a gentlemen in this department, “how much gold there is in a twenty-dollar gold piece. 
There is exactly $20 in a twenty-dollar gold piece, the alloy used being in excess of this 
valuation.” 


